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February 2008 

Lorraine and I have been living in our caravan for three months 
now and this week we finally got around to making a video and an 
AV. As we only have lap top computers, we are missing our big-
screen desktops very much. It was really good to achieve something 
at last though, and we will be getting stuck into making more be-
cause we love it. We are off into the wilds of NSW next Monday 
and will hopefully find enough material to cover the next few 
months assignments. Vice President David will preside over the 
next meeting in my absence. Our meetings this year have been outstanding in the number of 
members and visitors attending. We have had several new couples join our ranks and I look for-
ward to a busy and enjoyable year ahead. There are still a few members who haven’t brought 
along a video to show and I would like to invite them (and you know who you are) to have a go 
and show us what you can do. Don’t be shy, we all started from scratch and are all still learning. 
The workshops each month are held to help everyone improve and I would like to thank those 
who take the time to prepare and present their knowledge and expertise to others wanting to 
learn. Please let me or one of the other committee members know what subjects you are inter-
ested in brushing up on and we will make sure it gets programmed in. Our technical talks on the 
second Wednesday of the month give us an opportunity to talk about anything to do with our 
hobby and so suggestions for short subjects would help keep these sessions interesting. It’s your 
club so don’t leave all the ideas coming from just a few. The new DVD from England just pur-
chased will be handy for showing short segments to do with soundtracks. We can all benefit from 
this as sound is so important to our videos. 
The weather hasn’t been conducive to arranging an outing but we will come up with one as soon 
as we can see some fine days ahead. 
It would be good if DVD’s brought in for showing at the meetings could be burnt as self-starting 
instead of having a menu. The operator has to fiddle about trying to find the remote and trying to 
see in the dark, what number to press to get the menu-driven movies to play. Speaking of opera-
tors, Don and Neville have been doing a great job and deserve a vote of thanks for their time and 
effort in setting up and packing up all the gear every night. It is nice to see someone else lend a 
hand occasionally and I know it is appreciated. If any other members would like to learn to oper-
ate the equipment (it’s not hard!) arrive a bit earlier (6.45pm) and watch how it goes together. 
See you on assignment night.         COL 
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Because our first meeting in January had to be cancelled, we rolled our 
Video night and Assignment nights into one, and our guest speaker for the 
night was Mark Lutz, who is of course Col and Lorraine’s son.   He proved 
to be a most interesting and enter-
taining speaker.  Mark had been a 
professional photographer all his 
life, doing weddings and portraits, 
but now has a business reproducing 
artwork from leading artists and all 
types of photographs.  He gave us 
many valuable tips on how to light 

subjects, which of course applies equally to video as well as 
stills, telling us the best time to take any portraits is in the 
hour before sunset.  With a brilliant and creative slideshow, 
he demonstrated how, with the right composition and lighting, 
interesting shots can be made into stunning shots.  Some of his 
landscapes were fantastic 

 
President Col then presented Harry Pope with a Life Member certifi-
cate for ten years service to the Club.  Life Membership is not lightly 
given - it is not just a matter of being in the Club for 10 years - al-
though that is quite an achievement!   Harry served on the Commit-
tee for a number of years, and was Vice President through some of 
that time, and even through many struggles with ill health has never 
wavered in his enthusiasm for the Club 
 

Secretary’s Report 

Mark Lutz 

At our first meeting for February, our talk for the night was given by David and Kathryn.  Bearing in 
mind we have a few new members, they took us through an overview of the steps needed to produce 
a video, right from where you start, with perhaps some notes, right through to putting a voice over 
and refining the finished production.   It is their intention to produce a paper which can then be used 
by people new to video.  Following on from this, it was thought that a "how to shoot to edit" workshop 
could be beneficial, and this has tentatively been put down for our March workshop. The notes of the 
talk can be found in this issue of Klips. 

 

             Kathryn & David Fennell 
GLENDA 

Let’s Talk About Money 
Two Things: The money rarely balances at workshops and video meetings so some people 
are forgetting to pay. It has been an honour system and I know how easy it is to arrive, start 
talking and forget to pay or maybe put it off until there is change. Please try to bring the cor-
rect amount to the meeting, whichever it is, as we do not carry change. If you feel you may 
have missed out recently, please be fair to all and pop the extra in the tin next time you at-
tend. 
Subs are long overdue for a couple of members so try to pay now and you won’t be dropped 
from the email list. This list will be adjusted in the next week.   COL 
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COMING EVENTS 
Wednesday Night 12th March  Video Night         Mudgeeraba RSL         7.30pm 
Wednesday Night 26th March  Assignment Night Mudgeeraba RSL 7.30pm. 
Saturday   29th March    Workshop            Shoot to Edit  9.30am 
   

WORKSHOP Mac 
I think all the Mac members turned up for the workshop last Saturday. Venue was at the 
Runaway Bay Retirement Village courtesy of Claude. Thank you for that. We had three 
computers set up and we discussed some of the differences 
between Final Cut Pro and Final Cut Express. We worked 
through some special effects and then Alan Barber showed 
us the new iMovie 8 on his Leopard OS iMac. David brought 
along his ZOOM microphone and we spent some time work-
ing through recording voice-overs. Claude answered ques-
tions on “How to do it?”   with the earlier iMovie . A very 
pleasant and worthwhile time was had by all six of us. 

WORKSHOP Vegas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleven people arrived at Joe and Maryann's home eager to learn something more about Vegas ed-
iting system.  Our two new members had just bought a Vegas program - I think they may have been 
a little overwhelmed as Joe went through all that Vegas was capable of - but not to worry - it will 
gradually become clearer as they work through it.  Don't forget Joe has made a disc of the work-
shop which he did last year on Vegas - beginners have found this very helpful, and it is 
still available for a cost of $5. 

Some capturing problems were solved - owners of the newer disc and card video cameras had 
been having difficulties with capturing through the USB ports, but we were able to find that this 
could be done with Vegas, to everyone's relief.   That's one of the advantages of workshops - peo-
ple can get their heads together and solve most problems that arise in videomaking. 

        On behalf of all who attended, thank you Joe and Maryann for your usual hospitality 

GLENDA 

Hi! All.   Due to the difficulties of working on computer in our van I will not write a report on the movies shown at the 
meetings  for this Klips. Please refer to Glenda’s reports on the evenings viewings. 
Suffice to say the January meeting with Mark Lutz as speaker was very interesting and a great crowd at the RSL. 
Our first meeting at the school saw all the chairs filled and standing room only.  The talk by Kathy and David Fennell on 
their approach to making a video was very informative and started the evening well.  Our last meeting was not quite as 
well attended however,  the assignments came in and gave us an entertaining evenings viewing.   
Look forward to receiving a few of the newer members Profiles in the near future for all to get to know them better. 
Lorraine 
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PRODUCING A VIDEO  :  AN OVERVIEW  
SETTLE ON A TOPIC 
Decide what approach to take  -  what is your intention? 
List what you want to convey. 
What are your limitations and possibilities? 
 Time, access constraints, etc 
 Use of interview, performance, action. 
 
PLAN THE SHOOT 
What do you need to tell the story – Write it down, use a ‘story board’, be specific 
Remember to take establishing shots – where are you filming, what’s around? 
Plan to take close, medium and long shots of everything 
Film actions and reactions 
Take the same shot from different angles 
(If you can, get the people being filmed to repeat what they said or did as required) 
Remember to keep continuity of direction when shooting from different angles 
Use a tripod at all times, or some stabilising device 
Take about 4 seconds more that you need of each shot 
Rarely pan (if ever) 
 
PLAN THE LIGHTING 
Check the white balance before shooting.  Does the lighting change?  Remember to check 
the white balance again and again. 
 
PLAN THE AUDIO 
Record the ambient sound (leave the cap on the camera), or use a separate recorder for a con-
tinuous and smooth recording. 
Remember to accommodate for wind or other noises you don’t want to include. 
 
EDITING 
Depending on your editing programme, usually it less wearing on your camera to download 
the whole footage on to the editing programme, and then do a rough edit.  Leave the clips a 
bit long (unless you can easily retrieve a bit more of a clip, as necessary, later.) 
Arrange the clips and audio to tell your story 
Once the movie is taking shape, develop the voice-over.  Write it down, rework it, remember 
to include interest, emotion.  See VIDEO VOICE-OVER TIPS handout. 
Record the voice-over.  Remember to relax, breathe, drink water, warm-up, practice. 
Equalise the volume, check the flow. 
Refine the edit and sound clips.  Use sound to infer what the vision is lacking where possi-
ble.  Check that the voice-over reflects your intention, as well as your vision. 
 
ADD MUSIC AS NECESSARY 
Music chosen should enhance, not detract, and should support your intention. 
Royalty free music is available through the Video Club. 
Some Editing programmes include samples and sound effects. 
 
TITLES AND END CREDITS 
Style should be compatible with the story, and on the screen long enough to read. 
Music source, etc should be acknowledged 
Completed video should have 4 seconds of black at either end. 
 

WORKSHOP NOTES by Kathryn & David Fennell  


