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August-September 2009 

Hi Everyone, 
 

Well we’ve just had our annual general meeting at the 
Mudgeeraba State School and I’m happy to say that we’ve got 
a new committee duly elected. Unfortunately Col Lutz and 
Lorraine will not be on the committee this year as they have a 
very busy schedule and other commitments. However we 
hope to see them whenever they can find time to attend video 
nights and who knows, they might even bring along a video 
now and again! I would like to thank all those who gave up 
their time and energy to be on the committee last year and we welcome Harry and Val 
Leftwich on to the committee this time around.  
  It has been a good year for the club, although it would be good to increase our mem-
bership and the number of videos shown. However I think we all learn something from 
attending on Wednesday nights and there is always more to discover, not only about 
video producing but also about each other, and our unique abilities. The new commit-
tee had another meeting on 1st October, and it has been decided to sell the mini DV 
tape player on e-bay for the best price we can get as it has not been used for a long 
time.  
 Our next club outing will be to Mount Tamborine on Monday 12 October.  We will 
meet at the Botanical gardens at 10:30am. Don’t forget our next club meeting will be 
at Next-Byte,Bundall on 14th October, where we will have hands on experience with 
Mac computers and software. It will be very interesting and I hope we will all attend. 
Entries for Nature Night (November 11th) need to be in by the end of October. It has 
also been decided that as so few members try to do assignments these days we will in-
stead aim for ‘topics’ that anyone can submit. Also any subject at all can be brought 
along to show at the club. Don’t forget the inter-club get together on Nov.14th and 
15th. Details on last page. 
Happy videoing. See you all on the 12th . 
David Fennell 
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Another Annual Meeting come and gone – it seems hard to believe 
that the Club’s 20th Birthday is coming up – the first official meeting 
of the Gold Coast Video Camera Club was on the 13th December 
1989 at the home of Joan Rennie in Mudgeeraba – Joan was respon-
sible for bringing that small group of enthusiasts together and the 
name of the Club was decided at that meeting, and incorporation was 
sought 2 days later.   I don’t think that little group thought the Club 
would be still going in 20 years time.   Garth & I joined at the second 
meeting in January of the next year, no wonder we seem to have 
been around for ever!   There have been 298 members passed 
through the Club in that time – and that’s not counting partners!.   I 
think we deserve to shout ourselves a birthday party, don’t you -  we 
will combine it with our usual Christmas Party to be held on the 9th 
December, (only 4 days short of our birthday) 

 
With the annual meeting and a new committee - although not too many changes as you can see - we 
welcome two fresh faces in Harry and Valerie Leftwich, who hopefully can bring some fresh ideas.  
Our thanks to Col and Lorraine who are stepping down – Col‘s computer skills have been very valu-
able to the Club  (we still need you around Col) and also thanks to Stella our provedore who stepped 
down earlier in the year,(but still jumps in and helps), and Henry Wenner has also retired from the 
Committee.  The committee has worked well together all year – it’s been fun – and a thank you also 
to Neville Brooks, who although not a committee member, is a quiet worker behind the scenes with 
the projecting of our videos each night. 
 
Although we have enjoyed some really wonderful videos brought to Club by members who have 
been tripping around the countryside, we have had far fewer assignment videos shown.  Heard a few 
comments that the subjects have been a bit hard.  Maybe we tried to be too “inventive” with our sub-
ject titles, and we just need simpler subjects.   Please send in your suggestions as the committee will 
be planning next year’s program  soon – if everyone sent in just one suggestion for a title, we would 
have plenty, and then you could be sure of having at least one that you didn’t think was too hard! 
 
Organising outings proved to be  little frustrating this year – mainly due to weather problems, but we 
did manage very pleasant days at Kingscliffe earlier in the year and Springbrook recently, and our 
next day out is to Tamborine on Monday 12th October –  we postponed it from the original date as 
the Tamborine Spring Fair would have been on from the Saturday to the Monday, and crowds may 
have been a problem 
 
I hope we will get a good roll up to the InterClub weekend on 14/15th November -  try to join in some 
of the activities, even if you can’t make the whole weekend.   These interclub events are always fun 
and it’s good to catch up with our Brisbane friends.  Numbers attending the various activities are 
needed by 21st October. 
 
David is still wanting more “profiles” for Klips – so put something of your past down and send it or 
give it to either David or myself – we are all interested in knowing more about our friends. 
 
Only a month to go for entries for Nature night, so get those cameras rolling 
 
Happy videoing 
Glenda. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 
Firstly I’d like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all the committee members for their commitment to the 
video club throughout the past year , and their attendance and valuable ‘input’ at our committee 
meetings. I understand and appreciate that some of the decisions we arrive at are not always unani-
mously supported by our members or even our committee members , but then I don’t think that it is 
reasonable to expect that outcome except in exceptional circumstances. Most of the time it is a mat-
ter of going with the majority view, and that is what we do. 
We instigated a few ideas throughout the year. We decided to try ‘split workshops’, where smaller 
groups attended more specialized workshops e.g. Mac or PC and various editing software. These 
have been quite successful and the response has been good. The majority of members tended to fa-
vour ‘Vegas’ as the most versatile and useful software and so we have adopted this as the club’s 
recommended software package. In this way we are able to help members more easily with prob-
lems. 
Col Lutz, Joe Davies and Garth Threlfall have done a great job in helping members understand how 
it all works ! 
Our club project ‘The Fabulous Gold Coast’ has been a good vehicle to get members to contribute 
‘footage’ and learn along the way. It is still a work in progress and we are gradually editing and fine 
tuning the diverse input from our members. 
As you are aware the club outings have been a bit thin on the ground this past year, due to a number 
of reasons, but our last one to Springbrook recently was enjoyed by all who attended. 
The assignment videos have also been a bit thin this year, with some members complaining that the 
subjects are ‘too difficult’ !  Well there has been plenty of opportunity to bring along any subject at 
all to show, but alas there have been very few videos generally! I know,as well as anyone that it 
takes time and effort to produce videos, but unless we get some more active participation, there will 
be fewer reasons for us to meet every other Wednesday!  
The club finances are very healthy, with over $5249 in the kitty at the end of the financial year. My 
thanks to Brenchley for keeping impeccable financial records. 
I’d also like to thank Don and Neville for setting up and operating the equipment every time we 
meet and also for storing the equipment between meetings. 
Glenda has done a wonderful job as secretary, as always.  
Thanks also to the ladies for providing yummy cakes along with the tea and coffee at every meet-
ing. 
We are very fortunate to have the Mudgeeraba State School as our venue every year and we hope 
that will continue into the future. 
This year will be our 20th year celebration at Christmas time, which is a remarkable achievement. 
We hope everyone will come to the party! 
I wish you all well, and look forward to seeing and hearing your latest video production! 
 
David Fennell 
GCVCC President 
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Vice-President Garth presents Val Leftwich with the President’s Trophy  

Our Springbrook outing 
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 I was born in Haberfield, Sydney and during the war my parents purchased a farm at Seven Hills, 

where I spent my childhood.    My first job was driving a truck and delivering telegrams but in the 
evenings I became a film projectionist and I loved it.   I was the ticket seller and during the interval I 
served in the shop.   I then got a job in a film processing laboratory but only stayed a couple of weeks 
as all I did was deliver films and learnt very little.    I then got a really lucky break and landed a job in 
the projection room of a Surrey Hills theatre and maintained their projectors and later had the chance 
to become a trainee photographer but it was a long way from home and in those days I had to rely on 
the local transport. 
I married in the early 60’s and had two little girls and I took numerous slides and 8mm film of them. 
 
I decided to open up my own real estate office as I could see that land in Sydney was going to become 
more expensive and I was very interested in the sale of houses in the area. I decided to open up a shop 
in the front room of my house but local by-laws prevented me from advertising, so I went carefully 
through the Sydney Morning Herald each day and marked the land that was for private sale, I then ap-
proached the owners and asked if I could sell it for them, nearly all of them agreed and signed a con-
tract.   I was amazed at how easy this was and in no time I had enough money to open up my own 
Real Estate Office.   I opened in Seven Hills and later in Parramatta in the mid 60’s.  In my first year 
of operation I made very good money and found that I could sell 30 homes in one go if I had the co-
operation of local builders, so I formed contracts with many builders in the area.    Eventually I began 
a partnership with a builder from Kenthurst and we spent the next 20 years in business together. 
In the late 60’s my wife and I parted company. 
 
I met Val in 1973 she had two boys one was only one year old and we married in 1977.  The Whitlam 
years were not good for developers and business was at an all time low so we decided to branch out 
into another field and we decided that the entertainment industry had to be good, something that 
makes people think of fun rather than the predicament that the country was in.    We purchased a 
building and opened a Roller Skating Rink at Windsor, John my partner did the building and renova-
tions and Val and I did the promotion.  Val had skated in England and so we started star classes and 
formed a large club at the rink.    We did well and soon have our eyes on another in Newcastle at Bel-
mont.   This was just a large warehouse but once John had finished with it, it was a state of the art fa-
cility and went very well.  Our children skated and it was one job where we could have them with us 
all of the time. 
 
For the next seven years things were just great and then disaster struck, John drowned  
in Lake Macquarie, it was dreadful.   We decided to sell both of the rinks and buy a  
Real estate office in St.Mary’s, Sydney. 
The office expanded and we had a large rent role which Val ran, but in 1990 decided that it was time 
to move to Queensland to fulfill the promise we made to ourselves that we would retire to the Gold 
Coast.   We decided to do it at that particular time as our children were all growing fast and would 
soon form relationships and we did not want to be separated should one of them decide to marry and 
stay in Sydney.   It worked, our eldest and youngest boys are electricians on the coast and one of our 
daughters works locally also. 
 
We have eight grandchildren which we enjoy a lot.  Travel takes up a lot of my time these days but I 
really enjoy it and have some wonderful friends all over the world.  
 
We are new to the Gold Coast Video Club but really enjoy the company there and have found people 
are most helpful and we are finally making our own videos – with a little help.   I guess I have done a 
real 360 with my interest back in films.  
Harry Leftwich. 

HARRY LEFTWICH  
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